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Editorial

What a pity on the part of the education scenario all over the country. The U.G.C. at the

beck and call of the ruling govt. is making an all out effort to destroy the harmony and rhythm

of the education sector as a whole. From K.G. to P.G. and especially breaking the year long

tested system of education deliberately. The new emphasis is to convert an institution into

multydisciplinary system. The existing system of education is inadequate in respect of infrastructure

facilities and disproportionate students-teacher ratio. Under this tremendous pressure on

education, the implementation of NEP 2020 will further jeopardise it and will also breaking the

morals of the starkeholders of system.

In view of all this malfunctions in higher education system, AIFUCTO has submitted a letter

to the chairman of U.G.C. on 12. 09. 2022 stating the difficulties faced by teachers in terms of

Ph. D., M.Phil, sabbatical leave, uniformity of age of superannuation in the states. It also

highlighted the need to refrain from implementing the regressive recommendation of the NEP

2020.

After we meet at Amritsar on 24th April. 2022, the JFME organised a Massive Protest

Movement to Parliament on 3rd August, 2022. Many national leaders of political parties,

Members of parliament, National leaders of AIFUCTO, retired teachers organisation

AIFRUCTO, student wings of various national parties, human right organisations attended and

spoke on the issue. It was a great success. The members of AIFUCTO in neighbouring states

deserve special congratualations for their all out effort.

On 31st August, 2022 the NEC meet at Chennai, on the campus of alumni, Anna University,

and a unanimous resolution was taken against the undemocratic and stubborn attitude of Ministry

of Education and U.G.C.. The meeting also decided to call for a massive struggle for the

interest of education and to protect the next generation as a whole.

On 5th September, 2022 the members of the teaching community, working and retired in

unison consolidated  protests in all states against the anarchy, misleading targets and oppression

against the teaching community by rendering law against their right to speak. Friends the time

has come when we have to remain united against the unholy allaince of private money sharks

and the ruling govt. both in centre and states to dismantlc the Citadel of education system—

where the relationship of student—teacher is in purest form. We will stick to offline and will

not succumb to online or ghost education.



The Task Ahead

Prof. Kesab Bhattacharya

Each and every century has got some special features and incidents. Likewise when the

present century will be retraced in future, among many other features and specialties, definitely

the outbreak of "Covid 19" pandemic will be a major one. It is needless to reiterate here how

severely human life and livelihoods were affected by Covid. In a nutshell it can be said that

Covid had its effects in every sphere of life. Education sector was no exception. Almost two

long years schools and colleges in the country was closed. Early this year educational insti-

tutions started reopening. But during those two years of closure of the educational institutions

there has been sea change in the field of higher education of the country. Becoming compatible

with these changes is the Major challenge before the entire community of the country.

Development of human civilization is taking place everyday. Also there is continuous

progress and advancement of science and technology all over the world. Naturally regular

updating of knowledge is utmost necessity. Obviously the course structure, syllabus have to

be updated accordingly. It is well understood that introduction of new education policies at

regular intervals of time is the need of the hour.

It is expected that whenever new education policy will be framed, it will ensure the holistic

development of the country because "education is a weapon for social change", Access, equity

and quality are the three yardsticks to judge any education system. AIFUCTO since its

inception has demanded "education for all", inclusive and quality education. But unfortunately

NEP 2020, as we see it, unable to address any of our long standing demands. Discussing NEP

2020 is not the objective of this article. On the contrary in the remaining section of the article

the challenges which have been initiated due to introduction of NEP 2020 will be briefly

discussed.

NEP 2020 is totally silent about the achievement and failures of the last National Policy

on Education. It was expected that NEP 2020 will assess the new challenges that have

emerged in the intervening years, and articulate a vision that can robustly connect ground

realities and democratic aspiration to constitutional directives in this key area of nation -

building. But these things remain unaddressed in NEP 2020. NEP 2020 was announced in July

2020 during peak pandemic period. Since then it is being implemented in unnecessary hasty

manner. But as it is found after reopening of the educational institutions, there is large number



of drop outs almost in all courses. Bringing those drop-out students in the main -stream of

education is the biggest challenge before the society at present. But the UGC is busy with

hasty implementation of NEP 2020, drop out is no concern of either the Government or the

U.G.C. As a responsible Teachers' organization we have to accept this challenge and try to

bring back the drop-out students to the classes.

Use of teaching aids facilitates teaching, provides better way of communicating to the

students. But when and which aid is to be used, that will be decided by the teacher, and must

not be used mechanically. Similarly in some situation 'Online' mode of teaching can be helpful.

But 'Online' mode of teaching can not be the main mode of teaching. For a special lecture

by an eminent academician staying abroad, 'Online' mode is welcome but it can not be the

regular practice. We strongly believe that 'Online' mode of teaching can be complementary to

the conventional mode of teaching, but can never be the substitute of it. Similarly listening to

some recorded lectures can not be equivalent to the live class room lectures. But without

accepting a single suggestion from the Teachers' organizations 'Blended learning 'mode has

been introduced. Introduction of 'Online' mode of teaching will make the entry of the

corporates in the field of education easy and this is the ultimate motive. Undoing such moves

of U.G.C., is another big challenge in front of us.

The problem of drop out students have already been mentioned. But U.G.C. in its move

to implement 'ABC (Academic Bank of Credit)' system has legalized the dropping out of

students. In fact this scheme will provoke the students to leave their studies before completion.

In a country where Ph.D holders remain unemployed, it is next to impossible that a student

not completing his/her degree will be well -placed just with a diploma. AIFUCTO submitted

its objection on this issue also to U.G.C. but in vain.

Similarly, according to the guideline of NEP 2020 'CUET' has been introduced from this

year. This is a glaring example of centralization of higher education of the country. Almost

every steps taken by U.G.C. under the directives of Union Govt. is undemocratic, anti-

teaching and anti-teacher. So we have to build country -wide movements against such un-

democratic moves. We have to arouse our colleagues, make them understand the threats and

dangers so that they turn up in large numbers in the next sit -in program of AIFUCTO in front

of UGC office at New Delhi. Let that be the beginning of our movement against the attacks

on higher education in India. Long live AIFUCTO.



NEC Meeting at  D.A.V. College, Amritsar



























































Leaders infront of the U.G.C. office



























AIFUCTO Dharna on 3rd August, 2022 at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi





Some Moments of Chennai NEC Meeting (31.08.2022)
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